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Asian investors deserve 
investments that match  
their ambitions
Performance must be allied to analysis of true 
needs of Asia’s institutions

Are investors in Asia-Pacific getting the investment management they need?  
A common perception is that Asian investors simply seek the highest returns possible 
in each asset class. 
We think this is far from the whole story. While returns are paramount, investors in 
Asia-Pacific are looking for investments that are balanced against the risks taken and 
against their actual needs.
In short, they need solutions. That is, they require asset managers who are able to help 
them to define their needs with precision and then apply the relevant investment. 
Whatever the investment, it will almost certainly be in partnership with an asset 
manager which has market-leading ESG capabilities, high-performing strategies across 
sectors and asset classes, and an understanding that client types have differing needs.
.

Gateway to over 200 active 
investment strategies
Natixis Investment Managers (Natixis 
IM) invests some $50 billion for clients 
in the Asia-Pacific region, through offices 
in seven Asian countries. It is rare for a 
global manager to have such a sizeable 
on-the-ground presence in the region. 

Perhaps a more important statistic is that 
Natixis IM invests more than $1.4 trillion 
worldwide on behalf of clients, making 
us the second-largest manager in Europe. 
Why is this important? Because in a 
fast-changing investment environment, 
investors increasingly seek a one-stop 
shop, providing a substantial range of 
investment strategies, allied to advice and 
support. 

Our investment strategies are provided 
through our global affiliate structure of 
more than 20 investment firms, offering 
more than 200 active investment 
strategies. Advice and services are 
provided through our experienced and 
well-resourced solutions group, which 
identifies client needs and selects the right 
blend of strategies to match those needs. 

The power of the affiliate 
structure
Size must be accompanied by quality 
to help Asian institutions meet their 
needs. Over the decades, Natixis has 
brought together under a single roof a 
carefully curated collection of best-in-
class investment firms. All our affiliates 
are chosen for their hard-to-replicate, 

active strategies which aim to deliver 
outperformance across asset classes. 

All our affiliates have outstanding 
research capabilities, giving them an edge 
over most competitors. And because they 
are part of an affiliate structure – with 
Natixis Investment Managers providing 
centralised support functions such as 
marketing & sales, compliance and risk 
management – they are free to focus on 
what they do best: investing. 

When investors seek a solution to their 
needs, we can put investment strategies 
of our affiliates at their disposal, tailoring 
risk and return with a high degree of 
precision. 

Within Asia-Pacific, our clients include 
pension funds, central banks & sovereign 
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wealth funds, life insurance companies 
or private banks around the region. These 
clients appreciate they are getting access 
to world-class investment strategies. 

ESG capabilities give access to 
niche markets
Investors the world over were sceptical 
about the value of ESG until relatively 
recently. ESG   has since been identified as 
a key portfolio risk and, in many cases, a 
return enhancer. 

Through our affiliates, we have more than 
30 years of experience in sustainable 
investing and 89% of our assets are 
managed by affiliates that are signatories 
to the Principles for Responsible 
Investment (UN PRI).

We haven’t thrown resource at ESG 
investing for the sake of optics; we do it to 
reduce risk and increase return. There is 
only one direction that Asian policymakers, 
regulators and investors are heading, 
and that is towards more ESG-focused 
investing. We believe we are significantly 
ahead of the curve in this respect. 

Nearly all the RFPs from Asian institutions 
now include a sizeable ESG component 
and we are more than comfortable with 
that. When challenged by asset owners 
about our ESG process, we are able to 
justify every strategy and even explain the 
rationale behind individual trades. This is 
the very antithesis of greenwashing.

Our ESG convictions are exemplified by 
Mirova, our pureplay sustainability and 
impact affiliate. Mirova, which has over 
$25 billion in sustainable investments, is 
dedicated to shifting the world economy to 
a more sustainable model. It has a number 
of sustainable equity and fixed income 
strategies, as well as natural capital, social 
impact and energy transition strategies. 

The skillsets needed to execute its 
strategies are rare and give Mirova an edge 
in traditional markets and access to niche 
markets in which the majority of asset 
managers do not play. This maximises 
return potential and ESG impact at the 
same time. 

Active management matters 
more than ever  
The strategies our affiliates execute differ 
hugely. The one thing our affiliates have 
in common is that they are all highly 
active in their investment approach. That 
is, deep research is applied to unearth 
opportunities, and portfolios have limited 
correlation with the benchmarks they track. 

We think active management is critical 
to meet investment goals. Imbalances in 
world economies are rising, interest rates 
remain low and bubbles are forming in 
many markets. Active managers which 
develop a competitive edge through 
research and portfolio construction, 
can exploit these market dislocations 
and deliver long-term returns that are 
market-beating.

Take equities: while equity markets have 
surged since the financial crisis, further 
appreciation is far from assured. So, 
picking winners and avoiding losers is 
increasingly important. Our equity-focused 
affiliates, such as Harris Associates, 
Loomis Sayles, WCM and DNCA, have a 
long track record of investing successfully 
through equity cycles. 

Another way of accessing the wealth 
created by corporates is by investing in 
private equity. Flexstone Partners and 
Naxicap both have niche private equity 
strategies which have proven robust to the 
rises and falls in equity indices. 

Then there’s fixed income: traditional fixed 
income indices no longer provide sufficient 
yields. Natixis Investment Managers has 
a number of income-seeking alternatives 
to bonds that can significantly outperform 
bonds, while taking the same or less risk. 

Vauban Infrastructure Partners, for one, 
invests in assets that produce strong 
income streams for 20 or even 30 
years depending on the asset. AEW, our 
global real estate affiliate, has a range of 
consistent income-producing strategies. 
And MV Credit invests in private debt 
assets, which have robust income streams 
and little correlation to traditional fixed 
income assets. 

The value-add of advice and 
support
Our solutions group makes sure that 
our affiliates’ active strategies make the 
maximum positive impact on portfolios. 

The solutions group has experts for each 
client type – including insurers, pension 
funds, endowment funds, sovereign 
wealth funds and private client firms. In 
the insurance market, for example, our 
solutions professionals provide insight on 
current challenges including regulation, 
digitalisation and low interest rates. 
These challenges are placing huge cost 
pressures on Asia-Pacific insurers. Asset 
managers must be able to offer bespoke 
analysis and solutions for insurers’ ALM, 
asset allocation and SCR, their hedging 
needs, and the impact of regulation on 
performance.  

Another key question that must be 
answered is: what is the auto-correlation 
in my portfolio? Strategies that appear 
differentiated but actually allocate to 
very similar assets, pose a downside 
risk. The solutions group examines asset 
allocation and investment strategies and 
ensures there is sufficient diversification 
across the whole portfolio. 

Asian investors are demanding, 
and rightly so
In summary, it is impossible to 
underestimate the importance of high-
quality investment teams. At the same, 
Asian institutional investors tell us that 
they require ESG expertise, they want 
access to niche strategies that are not 
correlated to main markets and they seek 
greater exposure to private assets. 

Critically, Asia-Pacific institutions want 
their asset managers to be local and to 
be on hand to advise and support when 
required. 

In fact, Asia-Pacific investors rightly 
demand that all their needs are met. Why 
would they settle for anything less?

Fabrice Chemouny is managing director 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES 
This material has been provided for information purposes only to investment service providers or other Professional Clients, Qualified or Institutional Investors and, when required by local 
regulation, only at their written request. This material must not be used with Retail Investors. 
To obtain a summary of investor rights in the official language of your jurisdiction, please consult the legal documentation section of the website (im.natixis.com/intl/intl-fund-documents)  
In the E.U.: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers International or one of its branch offices listed below. Natixis Investment Managers International is a portfolio management company authorized by 
the Autorité des Marchés Financiers (French Financial Markets Authority - AMF) under no. GP 90-009, and a public limited company (société anonyme) registered in the Paris Trade and Companies 
Register under no. 329 450 738. Registered office: 43 avenue Pierre Mendès France, 75013 Paris. Italy: Natixis Investment Managers International Succursale Italiana, Registered office: Via San 
Clemente 1, 20122 Milan, Italy. Netherlands: Natixis Investment Managers International, Nederlands (Registration number 000050438298). Registered office: Stadsplateau 7, 3521AZ Utrecht, the 
Netherlands. Sweden: Natixis Investment Managers International, Nordics Filial (Registration number 516412-8372- Swedish Companies Registration Office). Registered office: Kungsgatan 48 5tr, 
Stockholm 111 35, Sweden. Or, Provided by Natixis Investment Managers S.A. or one of its branch offices listed below. Natixis Investment Managers S.A. is a Luxembourg management company that is 
authorized by the Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier and is incorporated under Luxembourg laws and registered under n. B 115843. Registered office of Natixis Investment Managers S.A.: 
2, rue Jean Monnet, L-2180 Luxembourg, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. Germany: Natixis Investment Managers S.A., Zweigniederlassung Deutschland (Registration number: HRB 88541). Registered 
office: Senckenberganlage 21, 60325 Frankfurt am Main. Belgium: Natixis Investment Managers S.A., Belgian Branch, Gare Maritime, Rue Picard 7, Bte 100, 1000 Bruxelles, Belgium. Spain: Natixis 
Investment Managers, Sucursal en España, Serrano n°90, 6th Floor, 28006 Madrid, Spain. 
In Switzerland: Provided for information purposes only by Natixis Investment Managers, Switzerland Sàrl, Rue du Vieux Collège 10, 1204 Geneva, Switzerland or its representative office in Zurich, 
Schweizergasse 6, 8001 Zürich. 
In the British Isles: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers UK Limited which is authorised and regulated by the UK Financial Conduct Authority (register no. 190258) - registered office: Natixis Investment 
Managers UK Limited, One Carter Lane, London, EC4V 5ER. When permitted, the distribution of this material is intended to be made to persons as described as follows: in the United Kingdom: this material 
is intended to be communicated to and/or directed at investment professionals and professional investors only; in Ireland: this material is intended to be communicated to and/or directed at professional 
investors only; in Guernsey: this material is intended to be communicated to and/or directed at only financial services providers which hold a license from the Guernsey Financial Services Commission; in 
Jersey: this material is intended to be communicated to and/or directed at professional investors only; in the Isle of Man: this material is intended to be communicated to and/or directed at only financial 
services providers which hold a license from the Isle of Man Financial Services Authority or insurers authorised under section 8 of the Insurance Act 2008. 
In the DIFC: Provided in and from the DIFC financial district by Natixis Investment Managers Middle East (DIFC Branch) which is regulated by the DFSA. Related financial products or services are only 
available to persons who have sufficient financial experience and understanding to participate in financial markets within the DIFC, and qualify as Professional Clients or Market Counterparties as defined by 
the DFSA. No other Person should act upon this material. Registered office: Unit L10-02, Level 10 ,ICD Brookfield Place, DIFC, PO Box 506752, Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

In Japan: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers Japan Co., Ltd. Registration No.: Director-General of the Kanto Local Financial Bureau (kinsho) No.425. Content of Business: The Company 
conducts investment management business, investment advisory and agency business and Type II Financial Instruments Business as a Financial Instruments Business Operator. 
In Taiwan: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers Securities Investment Consulting (Taipei) Co., Ltd., a Securities Investment Consulting Enterprise regulated by the Financial Supervisory Commission of 
the R.O.C. Registered address: 34F., No. 68, Sec. 5, Zhongxiao East Road, Xinyi Dist., Taipei City 11065, Taiwan (R.O.C.), license number 2020 FSC SICE No. 025, Tel. +886 2 8789 2788. 
In Singapore: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers Singapore Limited (company registration no. 199801044D) to distributors and qualified investors for information purpose only. 
In Hong Kong: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers Hong Kong Limited to professional investors for information purpose only. 
In Australia: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers Australia Pty Limited (ABN 60 088 786 289) (AFSL No. 246830) and is intended for the general information of financial advisers and 
wholesale clients only . 
In New Zealand: This document is intended for the general information of New Zealand wholesale investors only and does not constitute financial advice. This is not a regulated offer for the 
purposes of the Financial Markets Conduct Act 2013 (FMCA) and is only available to New Zealand investors who have certified that they meet the requirements in the FMCA for wholesale 
investors. Natixis Investment Managers Australia Pty Limited is not a registered financial service provider in New Zealand. 
In Colombia: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers International Oficina de Representación (Colombia) to professional clients for informational purposes only as permitted under Decree 2555 
of 2010. Any products, services or investments referred to herein are rendered exclusively outside of Colombia. This material does not constitute a public offering in Colombia and is addressed to 
less than 100 specifically identified investors. 
In Latin America: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers International. 
In Uruguay: Provided by Natixis Investment Managers Uruguay S.A., a duly registered investment advisor, authorised and supervised by the Central Bank of Uruguay. Office: San Lucar 1491, 
Montevideo, Uruguay, CP 11500. The sale or offer of any units of a fund qualifies as a private placement pursuant to section 2 of Uruguayan law 18,627. 
In Mexico: Provided by Natixis IM Mexico, S. de R.L. de C.V., which is not a regulated financial entity, securities intermediary, or an investment manager in terms of the Mexican Securities Market 
Law (Ley del Mercado de Valores) and is not registered with the Comisión Nacional Bancaria y de Valores (CNBV) or any other Mexican authority. Any products, services or investments referred 
to herein that require authorization or license are rendered exclusively outside of Mexico. While shares of certain ETFs may be listed in the Sistema Internacional de Cotizaciones (SIC), such 
listing does not represent a public offering of securities in Mexico, and therefore the accuracy of this information has not been confirmed by the CNBV. Natixis Investment Managers is an entity 
organized under the laws of France and is not authorized by or registered with the CNBV or any other Mexican authority. Any reference contained herein to “Investment Managers” is made to 
Natixis Investment Managers and/or any of its investment management subsidiaries, which are also not authorized by or registered with the CNBV or any other Mexican authority. 
In Brazil: Provided to a specific identified investment professional for information purposes only by Natixis Investment Managers International. This communication cannot be distributed other than 
to the identified addressee. Further, this communication should not be construed as a public offer of any securities or any related financial instruments. Natixis Investment Managers International is 
a portfolio management company authorized by the Autorité des Marchés Financiers (French Financial Markets Authority - AMF) under no. GP 90-009, and a public limited company (société 
anonyme) registered in the Paris Trade and Companies Register under no. 329 450 738. Registered office: 43 avenue Pierre Mendès France, 75013 Paris. 
The above referenced entities are business development units of Natixis Investment Managers, the holding company of a diverse  line-up of specialised investment management and distribution 
entities worldwide. The investment management subsidiaries of Natixis Investment Managers conduct any regulated activities only in and from the jurisdictions in which they are licensed or 
authorized. Their services and the products they manage are not available to all investors in all jurisdictions. It is the responsibility of each investment service provider to ensure that the offering or 
sale of fund shares or third party investment services to its clients complies with the relevant national law. 
The provision of this material and/or reference to specific securities, sectors, or markets within this material does not constitute investment advice, or a recommendation or an offer to buy or to sell any 
security, or an offer of any regulated financial activity. Investors should consider the investment objectives, risks and expenses of any investment carefully before investing. The analyses, opinions, and 
certain of the investment themes and processes referenced herein represent the views of the portfolio manager(s) as of the date indicated. These, as well as the portfolio holdings and characteristics 
shown, are subject to change. There can be no assurance that developments will transpire as may be forecasted in this material. The analyses and opinions expressed by external third parties are 
independent and does not necessarily reflect those of Natixis Investment Managers. Past performance information presented is not indicative of future performance. 
Although Natixis Investment Managers believes the information provided in this material to be reliable, including that from third party sources, it does not guarantee the accuracy, adequacy, or 
completeness of such information. This material may not be distributed, published, or reproduced, in whole or in part. 
All amounts shown are expressed in USD unless otherwise indicated. 
Natixis Investment Managers may decide to terminate its marketing arrangements for this product in accordance with the relevant legislation 
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